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1. Onthophagus ( Onthophagiellus ) taigaruensis sp. nov. (Fig. 8) 

(Japanese name: Taiyaru-enma-Kogane) 

Black to piceous, with femora, tibiae, antennal stalks and palpi more or less reddish, tarsi 
paler, short hairs on pronotum and on elytra pale yellow. Surface of body rather strongly shin¬ 
ing. 

Broadly oval, deeply waisted, moderately convex. Head a little broader than long, mode¬ 
rately convergent forwards from rounded genae, with outer margin slightly reflexed and margined, 
truncate in front, surface almost flattened, slightly convex in middle. Clypeus closely and coar¬ 
sely punctured, transversely wrinkled in front, genae and vertex rather closely punctured, punctures 
separated by distance equal to their own diameter, Irons more 
closely punctured. Frontal and genal sutures slightly elevated, 
the latter scarcely reaching short obsolete bisinuate elevation 
between frons and vertex. 

Pronotum well-convex above, rather closely punctured ex¬ 
cept near hind angles, punctures separated by one to three dia¬ 
meters, each bearing short hair. Front angles acutely produced 
and hind ones scarcely angulate, lateral margins strongly roun¬ 
ded and feebly sinuate before base, rather strongly rounded and 
slightly angular at middle. 

Elytra shallowly crenate-striate, strial intervals nearly flat 
and coriaceous, with two or three rows of setigerous minute 
punctures. 

Pygidium medially convex, coarsely but shallowly and rather 
closely punctured and pubescent. Metasternum with setigerous 
punctures, sparse and minute in middle, and a little closer and 
somewhat ocellated at sides. Each abdominal sternite almost 



Fig. 8 Onthophagus ( Onthophagie¬ 
llus) taiyaruensis sp. nov. 
(holotype) 
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smooth, with row of pubescent punctures at base. 

Protibiae rather strongly prolonged and incurved in apical portion, with apical three of outer 
teeth strong and acute, basal one very small and indistinct, terminal spur bold and bent down¬ 
wards. Basal joint of metatarsi about four times length of the next, as long as total of following 
four joints, and a little longer than terminal spur. Inner tip of metatibiae produced into short 
but acute process. 

Length: 6 mm. 

Holotype: S, Wushe, Nantou Hsien, Formosa, 10. \I. 1975, IC. MASUMOTO leg. paratypes: 
IS, ditto, 11. \m. 1977, K. MASUMOTO leg; IS, Sungkang, 23. H. 1973, Y. KlYOYAMA leg. 

O. taiyaruensis may be separated from the related species O. crassicollis BOUCOMONT in 
having the noticeable sutural elevations between the clypeus, the genae and the frons of each 
other, the almost flat elytral intervals, and the 1st joint of metatarsi as long as four following 
combined, and lacking metallic luster on the upper surface. 


2. Aphodius ( Phalacronothus ) pseudoavunculus sp. nov. (Fig. 9) 
(Japanese name: Kontei-mame-maguso-kogane) 


Brown, with anterior margin of head, sides of pronotum, legs, and under surface yellowish 
brown, disc and a pair of obscure patchs at sides of pronotum darker. Head and pronotum 
rather strongly shining and elytra weakly. Short setae on elytra yellowish. 

Oblong and subparallel, moderately convex. Head slightly 
convex, finely but rather closely and evenly punctured throughout, 
punctures separated by one or two diameters, except transverse 
impunctate area at base, with clypeus rather broadly and feebly 
emarginate at anterior margin, slightly convex in middle before 
distinct frontal suture, feebly depressed below in front, genae 
arcuate and a little more strongly produced than eyes. 

Pronotum parallel at basal two-thirds, gradually narrowed for¬ 
wards and feebly sinuate before base, front angles subrectangular, 
hind ones obtuse, base broadly rounded with fine marginal groove, 
groovy punctures very minute and tied in row, so small as to be 
indecipherable until magnified at least 30 times, disc with fine punc¬ 
tures separated by one or two diameters and large ones sparsely 
scattered between them. Scutellum smooth and nearly flat, sub¬ 
parallel at basal two-fifths. 

Elytra with very small humeral teeth, finely striate, strial pun¬ 
ctures fine but feebly notching intervals, which slightly convex with 
setigerous minute punctures in two or three rows, setae shorter and indistinct in middle. 

Mesosternum coarsely and closely, metasternum very sparsely and finely punctured, the latter 
shining in middle, subopaque at sides, abdomen less shining, rather closely punctured with minute 
yellowish setae. 

Basal joint of metatarsi a little shorter than the three following combined and somewhat 
longer than upper terminal spur of metatibiae, both spurs not same length. 

Length: ca. 3.5mm. 

Holotype: Renting Park, Pingtung Hsien, Formosa, 31. VII. 1972, K. MASUMOTO leg. 



Fig. 9 Aphodius ( Phalacrono- 
thus) pseudoavunculus 
sp. nov. (holotype) 
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This new species is somewhat related to A. (Phalacronothus ) avunculus BALTHASAR from 
South India, but may be distinguished from the latter by following points: 1) The groovy punc¬ 
tures on the pronotum are so minute that we can scarcely notice them at low magnification. 
2) The elytra are armed with small humeral teeth. 3) The elytra are covered with short setae 
not only at the sides and apical portion. 4) The elytral striae do not become deeper posteriorly. 


3. Rhyssemus nanshanchicus sp. nov. (Fig. 10) 
(Japanese name: Nanzankei-kokeshi-maguso-kogane) 


Piceous, with outer margin of clypeus, anterior part of pronotum, legs dark reddish brown, 
antennae, palpi and tarsi yellowish brown. Upper surface feebly shining. 

Elongate, subparallel, strongly convex. Head broader than 
long, subhexagonal, strongly convex forward and densely tubercu- 
late in middle, almost vertically sloped and obsoletely tuberculate in 
front, clypeus with subangulate each side of moderately deep median 
emargination, sides arcuate, genae inconspicuous and rounded, 
frons with rather large hump in middle, vertex with two oblique- 
convergent obsolete protuberances. 

Pronotum 1.3 times as wide as long, approximately half as 
long as elytra, with sides slightly arcuate at anterior half, feebly 
sinuate before shallowly emarginate hind angles, entire side margin 
obtusely crenate, fringed with pale yellow setae, basal one usually 
very short opposite 3 rd elytral, interval then increasingly and noti¬ 
ceably long opposite scutellum, forming crescent-shaped fringe, 
discal surface with six transverse, surface-flattened ridges, 1st along 
anterior margin wide but obsolete, and composed of coalescent 
tubercles, 2nd to 5th much more conspicuous, with surface smooth and very finely punctate, 
6th less distinct with coarse and coalescent tubercles, median longitudinal furrow interrupting 
4th to 6th and frequently also 2nd and 3rd ridges, 4th usually bent back along median furrow 
to join 6th and thus enclosing 5th between them, transverse furrow between ridges somewhat 
coarsely and rugosely punctate, furrow between 3rd and 4th ridges noticeably wider, laterally 
posterior to explanate area around anterior angles with coarsely tuberculate median swellings, 
front angles moderately produced and their tips narrowly rounded, front margin slightly arcuate, 
hind one broadly rounded with marginal groove. Scutellum small, triangular, parallel at basal 
half, coriaceous, slightly depressed. 

Elytra convex, humeri dentate, striae deep and fine, strial punctures almost unnoticed, sutural 
interval slightly convex, 3rd and 5th also a little convex in posterior part, 2nd to 9th with inner- 
small, outer-large tubercles in rows, 10th with dentate ridge. 

Prosternum and mesosternum closely punctate and finely setigerous, metasternum rugosely 
punctate at sides, shiny and finely punctate in rest, abdominal sternites with crenate anterior 
margin, and 2nd to 4th sternites with coarse serrate or zigzaged transverse median line. 

First tarsal segment of hind legs a little longer than spur, slightly shorter than three follow - 
ings combined. 

Length: 3.5 mm. 

Holotype: <$, Nanshanchi, Nantou Hsien, Formosa, 9. Mil. 1975, K. MASUMOTO leg. allotype: 



Fig. 10 Rhyssemus nanshan¬ 
chicus sp. nov. 
(holotype) 
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m ditto, 22. V. 1973, paratypes: 1 ex., ditto, 9. \I. 1975; 1 ex., ditto., 22. V. 1973 

c- 

The present species is related to R. sulcatus (OLIVIER), but anterior three pronotal carinae 
e are not usually interrupted by the longitudinal furrow and the 2nd to the 9th elytral intervals 

, bear two rows of tubercles. 

All hollotypes may be deposited in the National Musium of Japan (Tokyo) or other apposite 
Musium, and paratype are in authers' collections. 

I Summary 

Since 1971, the author has carried out more than ten research projects on the fauna of 
Formosa and in particular the coprophagid-beetles in various districts there. A summary of the 
contents of this serial description*’ is as follows: 

1) A description of three new species and records of hitherto unreported species from Formosa. 

2) An appraisal of present available descriptions of Formosan coprophagid-beetles as records in 
the past have sometimes mistakenly dealt with foreign ones as Formosan. 

3) For easy identification, a systematic classification together with a description of their chara¬ 
cteristics, environment, food habit and other new findings. 

In writing this serial, the author received kind assistance from many entomologists and pri¬ 
vate persons and I would like to especially express my graditude to Mr. Sizumu NOMURA, Dr. 
Takehiko NAKANE, Messrs. Yoshikazu MlYAKE, Masaaki ISHIDA, Kaoru SAKAI, Hajime YOKO- 
YAMA, Koyo AKIYAMA, Shigeo TSUYUKI, Singo NAKAMURA, Hiroyuki SAKAINO, CHU Yaoyi, 
CHIU Juichen, CHEN Weishou, LlN Maocheng, Tu Chinlong, Tu Chinming, HUANG Gang, 
Chen Wenlong, and He Mengchi, and also Mesdms. CHIU Ruichen, Mayumi IMAEDA, CHANG 
Hsiuhsiang, and Evelyn ANDERSON. 
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